The Book of

JUDGES

Testing the Heart of God's Children

Spiritual Anarchy

Judges 18:1-31
Lesson 18

Introduction

In those, days, “there was no king in Israel. . . " anarchy prevailed. True worship of God
has been replaced by religious practices. God's statutes and judgements are no longer
strictly held to, but interpreted by whatever standard Israel thought was right.

The tribe of Dan had been given an inheritance along with all of the other tribes, but
they had chosen not to obey God's clear instructions to take over their territory. Judges
1:34 tells us that the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the mountains, for they
would not allow them to come down to the valley. Instead of possessing their God given
inheritance, the Danites decided to take the easier way and seek out other land for itself
to dwell in.

On their journey they encountered Micah with his personal shrine and priest. They
repaid his hospitality by stealing his idols and persuading his priest to come with them.
They lured him by suggesting it would be better for him to serve a whole tribe instead
of one household. The opportunity for greater prestige made him a priest for hire, a far
cry from the strict standards God set for His priests.

There was no king in Israel . . .



LOOKING FOR. GOLD - WHAT DOES IT SAY?

ﬂ The first step in mining for gold is getting the lay of the land. Carefully observe the text
looking to see where you might dig to find hidden treasure. Mark your text looking for
repeated words, contrasts or similarities. Look for answers to, Who? What? When?
Where? Why or How?

Setting the scene: Read Ex. 20:1-7, Lev. 21:1-8, Num. 25:1-13, Deut:33 8-11, Josh.21:1-41 for added
insight into a Levite and his calling, duties and blessing. Use an atlas or other sources to place the cities
in the appropriate place on your map. Pay attention to who's inheritance they are occupying.

Judges 18:1-13

1 In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the tribe of the Danites
was seeking an inheritance for itself to dwell in; for until that day their inheritance among
the tribes of Israel had not fallen to them. 2 So the children of Dan sent five men of their
family from their territory, men of valor from Zorah and Eshtaol, to spy out the land and
search it. They said to them, "Go, search the land." So they went to the mountains of
Ephraim, to the house of Micah, and lodged there. 3 While they were at the house of
Micah, they recognized the voice of the young Levite. They turned aside and said to
him, "Who brought you here? What are you doing in this place? What do you have
here?" 4 He said to them, "Thus and so Micah did for me. He has hired me, and | have
become his priest." 5 So they said to him, "Please inquire of God, that we may know
whether the journey on which we go will be prosperous.” 6 And the priest said to them,
"Go in peace. The presence of the Lord be with you on your way."

7 So the five men departed and went to Laish. They saw the people who were there,
how they dwelt safely, in the manner of the Sidonians, quiet and secure. There were no
rulers in the land who might put them to shame for anything. They were far from the
Sidonians, and they had no ties with anyone. 8 Then the spies came back to their
brethren at Zorah and Eshtaol, and their brethren said to them, "What is your report?"

9 So they said, "Arise, let us go up against them. For we have seen the land, and indeed
it is very good. Would you do nothing? Do not hesitate to go, and enter to possess the
land. 10 When you go, you will come to a secure people and a large land. For God has

given it into your hands, a place where there is no lack of anything that is on the earth."



11 And six hundred men of the family of the Danites went from there, from Zorah and
Eshtaol, armed with weapons of war. 12 Then they went up and encamped in Kirjath
Jearim in Judah. (Therefore they call that place Mahaneh Dan to this day. There it is,
west of Kirjath Jearim.) 13 And they passed from there to the mountains of Ephraim,

and came to the house of Micah.

Digging Deeper

S
Dig deeper using other resources such as a dictionary, concordance, maps, cross-references.
Notate where you found it to share with the group. Look for commands to obey or questions
to be answered. What does God want you to know about Himself?




Judges 18:14-21

14 Then the five men who had gone to spy out the country of Laish answered and said
to their brethren, "Do you know that there are in these houses an ephod, household
idols, a carved image, and a molded image? Now therefore, consider what you should
do." 15 So they turned aside there, and came to the house of the young Levite man —
to the house of Micah — and greeted him. 16 The six hundred men armed with their
weapons of war, who were of the children of Dan, stood by the entrance of the gate. 17
Then the five men who had gone to spy out the land went up. Entering there, they took
the carved image, the ephod, the household idols, and the molded image. The priest
stood at the entrance of the gate with the six hundred men who were armed with
weapons of war. 18 When these went into Micah's house and took the carved image,
the ephod, the household idols, and the molded image, the priest said to them, "What
are you doing?" 19 And they said to him, "Be quiet, put your hand over your mouth,
and come with us; be a father and a priest to us. Is it better for you to be a priest to the
household of one man, or that you be a priest to a tribe and a family in Israel?" 20 So
the priest's heart was glad; and he took the ephod, the household idols, and the carved
image, and took his place among the people.

21 Then they turned and departed, and put the little ones, the livestock, and the goods

in front of them.
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Judges 18:22-31

22 When they were a good way from the house of Micah, the men who were in the
houses near Micah's house gathered together and overtook the children of Dan. 23 And
they called out to the children of Dan. So they turned around and said to Micah, "What
ails you, that you have gathered such a company?" 24 So he said, "You have taken away
my gods which | made, and the priest, and you have gone away. Now what more do |
have? How can you say to me, 'What ails you?'" 25 And the children of Dan said to him,
"Do not let your voice be heard among us, lest angry men fall upon you, and you lose
your life, with the lives of your household!" 26 Then the children of Dan went their way.
And when Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he turned and went back to his

house.

27 So they took the things Micah had made, and the priest who had belonged to him,
and went to Laish, to a people quiet and secure; and they struck them with the edge of
the sword and burned the city with fire. 28 There was no deliverer, because it was far
from Sidon, and they had no ties with anyone. It was in the valley that belongs to Beth
Rehob. So they rebuilt the city and dwelt there. 29 And they called the name of the city
Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was born to Israel. However, the name of

the city formerly was Laish.

30 Then the children of Dan set up for themselves the carved image; and Jonathan the
son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until
the day of the captivity of the land. 31 So they set up for themselves Micah's carved

image which he made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.



Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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BoILING 1T DOwWN — WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

- Y
ﬁ What lesson can | draw from my observations?
()u{*) . . .
—=——————— State each lesson in a simple sentence (aim for 10 words or less).

Judges 18:1-13

Judges 18:14-21

Judges 18:22-31

L]

How should it change me? Ask yourself, “What course of action do | need
to take to apply each lesson?” (aim for 10 words or less)

g REFINED As GoLD - How caAN | APPLY IT?

Judges 18:1-13

Judges 18:14-21

Judges 18:22-31




CHALLENGE: Use cross-references to find correlating scripture that backs up the
main point of the chapter. Summarize your findings in your own words.

0

STORING UP YOUR TREASURE . . .

What did God say about the ministry of the Levites? Lev. 216

What do you learn about the men from the tribe of Dan?

What does that tell you about the thinking and values of the people at this
time?

How does the way the Levite conducted himself differ from Gods
instructions to the priests of the house of Levi?

What words or phrases are repeated?




CHECKING FOR CLARITY: Seeif you can boil down the meaning of each section into one
or two words. This helps you fully understand what the author is trying to convey. (It's fun to alliterate
if you want to try) Did you catch the vision?

Judges 18:1-13
Judges 18:14-21
Judges 18:22-31

BARS OF GOLD: State the main point of the passage in the form of a title.

FLEX YOUR MUSCLES: Can you discover an N.T. example of this O.T. truth?

0

HIDE YOUR TREASURE IN YOUR HEART

Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 1 cor5:6.7

Radiating His Truth . . .

False doctrine is like yeast: it grows quietly in secret and affects everything
it touches. -warren wiersbe

®  © 2019 Tricia Kent, all rights reserved
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Message Notes

12



