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Life of 

 The Making of a King  

  

 

 

A Heart of Wisdom 

1 Samuel 18  

Lesson 3              

 
Background Information 
As a result of defeating Goliath, David found himself taken into the court of King Saul. 
His new found popularity brought a mixture of responses from those he came in contact 
with. The people adored him but Saul was threatened by his popularity and eyed his 

rival jealously. In spite of the response of others he behaved wisely and served faithfully 
in whatever circumstances he found himself in.   
 
It was there in Saul’s court that David found a kindred spirit in Jonathan, Saul’s son. The 
covenant that they took was a mutual agreement in which David and Jonathan were 
bound to care for the needs and attend to the interests of each other. It was a treaty 
among equals even though Jonathan was of the royal court. The sword, bow and belt 
that Jonathan gave to David was his recognition of a transfer of royal power from the 
family of Saul to David. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Treasures of the Heart 

You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; 

For they are ever with me. Ps 119:98 
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What does it say? 

The first step is getting the lay of the land. Carefully observe the text looking to see where you 

might dig to find hidden treasure. Mark your text looking for repeated words, contrasts or 

similarities. Look for answers to, Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why or How?   
  

1 Samuel 18:1-4 

1 Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul 

of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 2 Saul took him that day, and would 

not let him go home to his father's house anymore. 3 Then Jonathan and David made a 

covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. 4 And Jonathan took off the robe that 

was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, even to his sword and his bow and his 

belt. 

Digging Deeper 

Dig deeper using other resources such as a dictionary, concordance, maps & cross-references.  

Notate where you found it to share with the group.  Look for commands to obey or questions 

to be answered. What does God want you to know about Himself? 
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1 Samuel 18:5-9 

5 So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and behaved wisely. And Saul set him over 

the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people and also in the sight 

of Saul's servants. 6 Now it had happened as they were coming home, when David was 

returning from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women had come out of all the 

cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy, and 

with musical instruments. 7 So the women sang as they danced, and said: "Saul has slain 

his thousands, And David his ten thousands." 8 Then Saul was very angry, and the saying 

displeased him; and he said, "They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me 

they have ascribed only thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?" 9 

So Saul eyed David from that day forward. 
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1 Samuel 18:10-30 

10 And it happened on the next day that the distressing spirit from God came upon 

Saul, and he prophesied inside the house. So David played music with his hand, as at 

other times; but there was a spear in Saul's hand. 11 And Saul cast the spear, for he said, 

"I will pin David to the wall!" But David escaped his presence twice.  

 

12 Now Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with him, but had departed from 

Saul. 13 Therefore Saul removed him from his presence, and made him his captain over 

a thousand; and he went out and came in before the people. 14 And David behaved 

wisely in all his ways, and the Lord was with him. 15 Therefore, when Saul saw that he 

behaved very wisely, he was afraid of him. 16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, 

because he went out and came in before them.  

 

17 Then Saul said to David, "Here is my older daughter Merab; I will give her to you as 

a wife. Only be valiant for me, and fight the Lord's battles." For Saul thought, "Let my 

hand not be against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be against him." 18 So David 

said to Saul, "Who am I, and what is my life or my father's family in Israel, that I should 

be son-in-law to the king?" 19 But it happened at the time when Merab, Saul's daughter, 

should have been given to David, that she was given to Adriel the Meholathite as a wife. 

20 Now Michal, Saul's daughter, loved David. And they told Saul, and the thing pleased 

him. 21 So Saul said, "I will give her to him, that she may be a snare to him, and that the 

hand of the Philistines may be against him." Therefore Saul said to David a second time, 

"You shall be my son-in-law today." 22 And Saul commanded his servants, 

"Communicate with David secretly, and say, 'Look, the king has delight in you, and all 

his servants love you. Now therefore, become the king's son-in-law.'" 23 So Saul's 

servants spoke those words in the hearing of David. And David said, "Does it seem to 

you a light thing to be a king's son-in-law, seeing I am a poor and lightly esteemed 

man?" 24 And the servants of Saul told him, saying,  "In this manner David spoke." 25 

Then Saul said, "Thus you shall say to David: 'The king does not desire any dowry but 
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one hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to take vengeance on the king's enemies.'" But 

Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines. 26 So when his servants 

told David these words, it pleased David well to become the king's son-in-law. Now the 

days had not expired; 27 therefore David arose and went, he and his men, and killed 

two hundred men of the Philistines. And David brought their foreskins, and they gave 

them in full count to the king, that he might become the king's son-in-law. Then Saul 

gave him Michal his daughter as a wife.  

 

28 Thus Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with David, and that Michal, Saul's 

daughter, loved him; 29 and Saul was still more afraid of David. So Saul became David's 

enemy continually. 30 Then the princes of the Philistines went out to war. And so it was, 

whenever they went out, that David behaved more wisely than all the servants of Saul, 

so that his name became highly esteemed.  
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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What does it mean? 

What lesson can I draw from my observations? Ask yourself, “What was the intended meaning 

of the original author?” Is there a command to obey, or a warning to heed?  An example to 

follow or avoid?  State each lesson in a simple sentence that you could share with someone else. 
(aim for 10 words or less). 

 

1 Samuel 18:1-4 ______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1 Samuel 18:5-9 ______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

1 Samuel 18:10-30 ____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

How can I apply it? 

Ask yourself, “What course of action do I need to take to apply each lesson?” How should it 

change me? What does it challenge me to do?  Does it point out error in my attitude or actions? 

(aim for 10 words or less) 

 

1 Samuel 18:1-4 ______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

1 Samuel 18:5-9 ______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

1 Samuel 18:10-30 ____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Understanding the Heart . . .  

See if you can discover the heart attitude of those in the story. What emotions are they dealing 

with? What is God teaching them? How do they respond? How should they respond? 

 

The Heart of David: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Heart of the people: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Heart of God: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What words or phrases are repeated?  Repeated words help us discover the main point. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Challenge: Use cross-references to find correlating scripture that backs up a main point of 

the chapter. Summarize your findings in your own words. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Radiating His Truth . . 

The growing persecution of David by Saul is a living illustration of … 

he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was 

born according to the Spirit, so it is now. Galatians 4:29 RSV. – Ray Steadman 

 

Getting The Point 
 

See if you can boil down the meaning of each section into one or two words.  This helps you 
fully understand what the author is trying to convey.  (It’s fun to alliterate if you want to try) Did 

you catch the vision? 
 

1 Samuel 18:1-4 ________________________________________ 

1 Samuel 18:5-9     _________________________________________ 

1 Samuel 18:10-30  ________________________________________ 
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Flex Your Muscles  Can you discover an N.T. example of this O.T. truth? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Title  State the main point of the  passage in the form of a title. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Message Notes___________________________________________________________ 
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