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Hebrews 

The Book of   

   

Faith Working 

Hebrews 11:17-40 

Lesson 15              

Background Information 
Great people of faith willingly respond in obedience to God regardless of the 
consequences. Those who do not have faith cannot see past the physical circumstances. 
They are blind to what God is trying to do in the world around them. Those who have 
faith, have spiritual sight that can see God working out His plans behind the scenes. 
Their hope is not based in their own strength and abilities, but in God’s strength and 
faithfulness: in that hope they find the strength to endure. The more we trust in our all-
powerful God the less we will be overwhelmed by our own doubts and fears. 
 
The author has already told them that the Word of God that is not mixed with faith does 
not profit. James puts it this way;  
 

Show me your faith without your works, 
 and I will show you my faith by my works. 

James 2:18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Living Hope  
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Looking for Gold - What does it say? 

The first step in mining for gold is getting the lay of the land. Carefully observe the text 

looking to see where you might dig to find hidden treasure. Mark your text looking for 

repeated words, contrasts or similarities. Look for answers to, Who?  What?  When?  

Where?  Why or How?   

  

Setting the scene: You may want to begin your reading with Gen. 22:1-14, Gen. 48:8-16, Gen. 50:22-25. 
Ex. 2:1-10, 2 Kings 6:16-17, 1 Pet. 1:10-12 
 

Hebrews 11:17-22 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received 

the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 of whom it was said, "In Isaac your 

seed shall be called," 19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the 

dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.  

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.  

21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and 

worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.  

22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children 

of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.  

 

Digging Deeper 

Dig deeper using other resources such as a dictionary, concordance, maps & cross-references.  
Notate where you found it to share with the group.  Look for commands to obey or questions 

to be answered. What does God want you to know about Himself? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Hebrews 11:23-29 

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because 

they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's command.  

24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 

daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy 

the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 

treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.  

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing 

Him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest 

he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them.  

29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, 

attempting to do so, were drowned.  

 

N 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Hebrews 11:30-40 

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days. 31 By 

faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had 

received the spies with peace. 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me 

to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and 

the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained 

promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the 

edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned 

to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again. 

Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better 

resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and 

imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain 

with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, 

afflicted, tormented —  38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts 

and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, having obtained a good 

testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 40 God having provided 

something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Boiling it Down – What does it mean? 

What lesson can I draw from my observations? 
State each lesson in a simple sentence (aim for 10 words or less). 
 

Hebrews 11:17–22 ____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hebrews 11:23-29_____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Hebrews 11:30-40_____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refined as Gold  - How can I apply it? 

How should it change me? Ask yourself, “What course of action do I need 
to take to apply each lesson?” (aim for 10 words or less) 

 

Hebrews 11:17–22 ____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Hebrews 11:23-29 _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Hebrews 11:30–40_____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  
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Challenge: Use cross-references to find correlating scripture that backs up a main 
point of the chapter. Summarize your findings in your own words. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Storing up Your Treasure . . . 

 

For Discussion: 

 

Where does faith come from? Rom. 10:17 if you get stuck 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What does faith help us overcome? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What words or phrases are repeated? Repeated words help us discover the main point. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Checking for Clarity:  See if you can boil down the meaning of each section into one 

or two words.  This helps you fully understand what the author is trying to convey.  (It’s fun to alliterate 

if you want to try) Did you catch the vision? 
 

Hebrews 11:17-22   ________________________________________ 

Hebrews 11:23-29  ________________________________________ 

Hebrews 11:30:40 ________________________________________ 

 

Bars of Gold:  State the main point of the passage in the form of a title. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Flex Your Muscles:  Can you discover an O.T. example of this N.T. truth? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

Hide Your Treasure in your Heart 

 

. . . Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith 
was made perfect? 

James 2:22 
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Radiating His Truth . . . 
 

True faith is based on what God says and is demonstrated in what we do. - Warren Wiersbe 
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Message Notes 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 


