Watch and Wait

Signs of the Times Matthew 25
Studies in Matthew Lesson 26
Intfroduction

When the Lord returns, it will be a time of separation: the wise will be separated from
the foolish, the faithful from the unfaithful, the blessed (sheep) from the cursed (goats).

-Warren Wiersbe

The wise will be ready for the Bridegroom when He comes. Professed believers, though
they mingle with the genuine believers, will not be prepared when the trumpet sounds.
While we watch and wait, we are not to remain idle, but should invest our lives in the
Lord’s business, making the most of every opportunity that the Lord puts in front of us.
We are to be good stewards of the gifts and talents we are given while we wait for His
return.

Jesus is clearly saying that the ultimate mark of an authentic Christian is not his creed,
or his faith, or his Bible knowledge, but the concern which he shows to those who are in
need. The practical demonstration of love is the final proof of a genuine faith.

Treasures of the Heart

Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour

in which the Son of Man is coming.
Matthew 25:13




Mhai does it say?

The first step is getting the lay of the land. Carefully observe the text looking to see where you might dig
to find hidden treasure. Mark your text looking for repeated words, contrasts or similarities. Look for
answers to, Who? What? When? Where? Why or How?

Matthew 25:1-13

1 "Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.
3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 4 but the wise
took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 But while the bridegroom was delayed, they
all slumbered and slept.

6 "And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet
him!" 7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to
the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out." 9 But the wise
answered, saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to
those who sell, and buy for yourselves.' 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was
shut.

11 "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!'" 12 But he
answered and said, 'Assuredly, | say to you, | do not know you.'

13 "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man

is coming.



Digging Deeper
Dig deeper using other resources such as a dictionary, concordance, maps & cross-references. Notate
where you found it to share with the group. Look for commands to obey or questions to be answered.

What does God want you to know about Himself?

)




Matthew 25:14-30

14 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his
own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to
another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately
he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded
with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two
gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground,
and hid his lord's money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and
settled accounts with them.

20 "So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying,
'Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, | have gained five more talents besides
them." 21 His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful
over a few things, | will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’
22 He also who had received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me two
talents; look, | have gained two more talents besides them.' 23 His lord said to him,
'‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, | will
make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’

24 "Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, | knew you to be a
hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. 25 And | was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look,
there you have what is yours."'

26 "But his lord answered and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that
| reap where | have not sown, and gather where | have not scattered seed. 27 So you
ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming | would have
received back my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him
who has ten talents.

29 'For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from

him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the



unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of

teeth.'




Matthew 25:31-46

31 "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He
will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and
He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.
33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the
King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for | was hungry and
you gave Me food; | was thirsty and you gave Me drink; | was a stranger and you took
Me in; 36 | was naked and you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me; | was in prison
and you came to Me."

37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and
feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take
You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and
come to You?' 40 And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, | say to you,
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'

41 "Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for | was hungry and you
gave Me no food; | was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 | was a stranger and you
did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not
visit Me.

44 "Then they also will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?' 45 Then He will
answer them, saying, 'Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of
the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' 46 And these will go away into everlasting

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.".



Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Eook = What do you see?

Write a summary sentence that states the main point of the chapter from the observations you made.
What is the author trying to say?

Aim:

Eeqrn = What does it mean?

What lesson can | draw from my observations? Ask yourself, “What was the intended meaning of the
original author?” Is there a command to obey or a warning to heed? An example to follow or avoid?
State each lesson in a simple sentence that you could share with someone else. (aim for 10 words or less).

Matthew 25:1-13

Matthew 25:14-30

Matthew 25:31-46

Eive - How can | apply it?

Ask yourself, "What course of action do | need to take to apply each lesson?” How should it change me?
What does it challenge me to do? Does it point out error in my attitude or actions? Putting it in the form
of a question helps make it personal. (aim for 10 words or less)

Matthew 25:1-13

Matthew 25:14-30

Matthew 25:31-46




Challenge: Use cross-references to find correlating scripture that backs up a main point of
the chapter. Summarize your findings in your own words.

Lookinq for Jesus. . .

While we are watching and waiting for the Lords return, we are to continually “be ready” for His return.
From the text, what does it mean to be ready, and what should we be doing while we wait?. State these

truths in your own words.

What does it mean to be ready?

What should we be doing while we wait?

What words or phrases are repeated? Repeated words help us discover the main point,
and what is most important to the author.




eﬂing The Point

See if you can boil down the meaning of each section into one or two words. This helps you fully

understand what the author is trying to convey. (It's fun to alliterate if you want to try) Did you catch the
vision?

Matthew 25:1-13

Matthew 25:14-30

Matthew 25:31-46

Tlﬂe State the main point of the passage in the form of a title.

Flex Your Muscles can you discover an O.T. example of this N.T. truth?

Radiating His Truth . ..

When Jesus Christ returns, it will be a time of separation. The wise
will be separated from the foolish, the faithful servants from the
unfaithful, the blessed (sheep) from the cursed (goats). warren Wiersbe
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Messqge Notes
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