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Let us rise up and build .. Nehemiah 2:18

Renewing the Covenant
Nehemiah 10

Lesson 17

Background Information

Years of neglecting God'’s law, intermingling with the nations around them and their religious
practices had contaminated Israel. Israel broke their covenant with God when they were in
the land, and God visited the curses of the covenant upon them, exiling them from the land.
Now Israel has returned from exile, rebuilt their temple and determine to keep the terms of
the covenant that they broke.

These people knew how important covenants were to God, and they recognized through the
reading of God's Word, that the judgment they received had been just. To make a covenant,
as it states in Nehemiah 9:38, is literally to “cut a covenant.” Covenants were not made in the
ancient world, they were cut — because almost always an animal was sacrificed as part of
the covenant. A covenant always cost something, and our point of decision will cost us
something — the self-life, comfort, ease, some of the passing pleasures of this world.

A public covenant meant accountability. They stood side by side with their brethren and
agreed to follow the Law Moses had given them. When we gather together as believers
today, Hebrews instructs us to consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting
one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. Heb. 10:25
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What does it say?

The first step is getting the lay of the land. Carefully observe the text looking to see where you might
dig to find hidden treasure. Studying a narrative requires following the key characters and paying
special attention to what God says and does. Mark your text looking for repeated words, contrasts or
similarities. Does a key verse stand out in each section? Look for answers to: Who? What? When?
Where? Why or How?

Nehemiah 10:1-27

1 Now those who placed their seal on the document were:

Nehemiah the governor, the son of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah, 2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3
Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 4 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 5 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 6
Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 8 Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah.
These were the priests.

9 The Levites: Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, and Kadmiel.

10 Their brethren: Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 11 Micha, Rehob, Hashabiah, 12
Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 13 Hodijah, Bani, and Beninu.

14 The leaders of the people: Parosh, Pahath-Moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 15 Bunni, Azgad,
Bebai, 16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 18 Hodijah, Hashum, Bezai, 19
Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 20 Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 21 Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 22
Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 23 Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 24 Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 25

Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26 Ahijah, Hanan, Anan, 27 Malluch, Harim, and Baanah.

Digging Deeper

Dig deeper using other resources such as a dictionary, concordance, maps and cross-references.
Notate where you found it to share with the group. Look for commands to obey or questions to be
answered. What does God want you to know about Himself?

Something to think about when looking up a word or topic: 7he princijple of first mention teaches that
the first time a word or phrase appears in Scripture often establishes a precedent, pattern, or biblical
concept that occurs throughout the rest of the Bible. Be careful not to ignore the context.




Nehemiah 10:28-31

28 Now the rest of the people — the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the
Nethinim, and all those who had separated themselves from the peoples of the lands to the
Law of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, everyone who had knowledge and
understanding — 29 these joined with their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse
and an oath to walk in God's Law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to
observe and do all the commandments of the Lord our Lord, and His ordinances and His
statutes: 30 We would not give our daughters as wives to the peoples of the land, nor take
their daughters for our sons; 31 if the peoples of the land brought wares or any grain to sell
on the Sabbath day, we would not buy it from them on the Sabbath, or on a holy day; and we

would forego the seventh year's produce and the exacting of every debt.




Nehemiah 10:32-39

32 Also we made ordinances for ourselves, to exact from ourselves yearly one-third of a
shekel for the service of the house of our God: 33 for the showbread, for the regular grain
offering, for the regular burnt offering of the Sabbaths, the New Moons, and the set feasts;
for the holy things, for the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and all the work of the
house of our God. 34 We cast lots among the priests, the Levites, and the people, for
bringing the wood offering into the house of our God, according to our fathers houses, at the
appointed times year by year, to burn on the altar of the Lord our God as it is written in the
Law.

35 And we made ordinances to bring the first fruits of our ground and the first fruits of all fruit
of all trees, year by year, to the house of the Lord; 36 to bring the firstborn of our sons and
our cattle, as it is written in the Law, and the firstborn of our herds and our flocks, to the
house of our God, to the priests who minister in the house of our God; 37 to bring the first
fruits of our dough, our offerings, the fruit from all kinds of trees, the new wine and oil, to the
priests, to the storerooms of the house of our God; and to bring the tithes of our land to the
Levites, for the Levites should receive the tithes in all our farming communities. 38 And the
priest, the descendant of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites receive tithes;
and the Levites shall bring up a tenth of the tithes to the house of our God, to the rooms of
the storehouse.

39 For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the grain, of
the new wine and the oil, to the storerooms where the articles of the sanctuary are, where
the priests who minister and the gatekeepers and the singers are; and we will not neglect

the house of our God.




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved
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YWhat does it mean?
What lesson can | draw from my observations? Ask yourself, “What was the intended meaning of the
original author?” Is there a command to obey, a warning to heed, or an example to follow or avoid?

State each lesson in a simple sentence that you could share with someone else.
(aim for 10 words or less)

Nehemiah 10:1-27

Nehemiah 10:28-31

Nehemiah 10:32-39
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rlow can | apply it?
Ask yourself, "What course of action do | need to take to apply each lesson?" How should it change

me? What does it challenge me to do? Does it point out error in my attitude or actions?
(aim for 10 words or less)

Nehemiah 10:1-27

Nehemiah 10:28-31

Nehemiah 10:32-39




YWhat did God say?

See if you can discover what God wants us to understand about His character and His ways? Which of
His attributes is He displaying? When we are questioning the circumstances that surround us,
understanding Who God is helps us trust Him when we don't see Him working. Simply state what God
is trying to communicate about Himself and how it affects your thinking.

W¥hat words or phrases are repeated? Repeated words help us discover the main point.
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Getting the point!
Discover the "Big Idea” of each section. The main point of the passage is like a topic sentence in a
paragraph. See if you can boil down the meaning of each section into one or two words. This helps
you fully understand what the author is trying to convey. (It's fun to alliterate if you want to try) Did
you find the “Big Idea”

Nehemiah 10:1-27

Nehemiah 10:28-31

Nehemiah 10:32-39



Title

State the main point of the entire passage in the form of a title.

Flex Your Muscles

From your title Can you discover a N.T. example of this OT. truth?

x ' .
[ime to build

Take note of how Nehemiah prepared and planned. Ask yourself, how did he attack each challenge?

How did it affect those who interacted with him? What building materials did he use? (prayer,

confrontation, standing firm, waiting etc) What did you learn that can help you next time you meet an
obstacle?

Kudlaling /s [rulh
We dont succeed as Christians because we make promises te God, but because we

Warren Weersbe
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