UNCOMPROMISING FAITH

... the just shall live by his faith  Habakkuk 2:

DANIEL

The Coming Kingdoms
Faith In His Sovereignty Daniel 7:1-28

Lesson 13

Background Information

Daniel’s vision parallels the vision God gave to Nebuchadnezzar in chapter two. Daniel’s
vision gave him a sweeping view of six different kingdoms, four of them kingdoms of
this world, one of them the kingdom of Satan, and the last one the kingdom of the
Messiah. The first year of Belshazzar’s reign was probably 553 B.c. Suggesting that the
events described in chapters seven and eight actually preceded those described in
chapters five and six. Daniel was nearly seventy years old at the time these events
occurred. Perhaps Daniel arranged the material this way, so that the records of his
interpretations of others visions, came before the visions that the Lord gave to him.

Daniel has seen the rise and fall of five kingdoms: the Babylonians, the Medes and
Persians, the Greeks, the Romans, and the kingdom of Satan headed by the Antichrist.
But the most important kingdom of all, is the kingdom that Christ shall establish on
earth. His thoughts troubled him and his countenance changed, but he kept the matter
in his heart. (verse 28) Warren Wiersbe says, “If divine truth doesn’t touch our own hearts
and affect our conduct, then our bible study is only an intellectual exercise to inflate our
own ego.” If it was important enough for God to include the plan of the coming
kingdoms in His Word, there is something that we can learn from it. It stands as both a
warning and a hope. A warning to those who oppose the kingdom of God, and hope
for those who are waiting for it to come.

He who testifies to these things says, "Surely | am coming quickly."

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
Revelation 22:20

Treasures of the Heart

...His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass
away, And His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed.
Daniel 7:14




Mhai does it say?

The first step is getting the lay of the land. Carefully observe the text looking to see where you
might dig to find hidden treasure. Mark your text looking for repeated words, contrasts or
similarities. Look for answers to, Who? What? When? Where? Why or How?
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Daniel 7:1-14

1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his
head [while] on his bed. Then he wrote down the dream, telling the main facts. 2 Daniel
spoke, saying, "l saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were
stirring up the Great Sea. 3 "And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different
from the other. 4 "The first [was] like a lion, and had eagle's wings. | watched till its wings
were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like
a man, and a man's heart was given to it. 5 "And suddenly another beast, a second, like
a bear. It was raised up on one side, and [had] three ribs in its mouth between its teeth.
And they said thus to it: 'Arise, devour much flesh!' 6 "After this | looked, and there was
another, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird. The beast also had
four heads, and dominion was given to it. 7 "After this | saw in the night visions, and
behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth;
it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with its feet. It [was]
different from all the beasts that [were] before it, and it had ten horns. 8 "l was
considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among them,
before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this

horn, [were] eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous words.

9 "I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated; His
garment [was] white as snow, And the hair of His head [was] like pure wool. His throne
[was] a fiery flame, Its wheels a burning fire; 10 A fiery stream issued And came forth
from before Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him; Ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, And the books were opened. 11 "I
watched then because of the sound of the pompous words which the horn was speaking;

| watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to the burning flame.
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12 "As for the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet their lives

were prolonged for a season and a time.

13 "l was watching in the night visions, And behold, [One] like the Son of Man, Coming
with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near
before Him. 14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all
peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion [is] an everlasting
dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom [the one] Which shall not be

destroyed.

Digging Deeper

% Dig deeper using other resources such as a dictionary, concordance, maps and cross-references.
Notate where you found it to share with the group. Look for commands to obey or questions
to be answered. What does God want you to know about Himself?




Daniel 7:15-22

15 "I, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit within [my] body, and the visions of my head
troubled me. 16 "l came near to one of those who stood by, and asked him the truth of
all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of these things: 17
‘Those great beasts, which are four, [are] four kings [which] arise out of the earth. 18 'But
the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever,
even forever and ever.' 19 "Then | wished to know the truth about the fourth beast,
which was different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, [with] its teeth of iron and
its nails of bronze, [which] devoured, broke in pieces, and trampled the residue with its
feet; 20 "and the ten horns that [were] on its head, and the other [horn] which came up,
before which three fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth which spoke
pompous words, whose appearance [was] greater than his fellows. 21 "l was watching;
and the same horn was making war against the saints, and prevailing against them, 22
"until the Ancient of Days came, and a judgment was made [in favor] of the saints of the

Most High, and the time came for the saints to possess the kingdom.
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Daniel 7:23-28

23 "Thus he said: 'The fourth beast shall be A fourth kingdom on earth, Which shall be
different from all [other] kingdoms, And shall devour the whole earth, Trample it and
break it in pieces. 24 The ten horns [are] ten kings [Who] shall arise from this kingdom.
And another shall rise after them; He shall be different from the first [ones], And shall
subdue three kings. 25 He shall speak [pompous] words against the Most High, Shall
persecute the saints of the Most High, And shall intend to change times and law. Then

[the saints] shall be given into his hand For a time and times and half a time.

26 'But the court shall be seated, And they shall take away his dominion, To consume
and destroy [it] forever. 27 Then the kingdom and dominion, And the greatness of the
kingdoms under the whole heaven, Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most
High. His kingdom [is] an everlasting kingdom, And all dominions shall serve and obey
Him.' 28 "This [is] the end of the account. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly

troubled me, and my countenance changed; but | kept the matter in my heart."
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scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Mhat does it mean?

What lesson can | draw from my observations? Ask yourself, “What was the intended meaning
of the original author?” Is there a command to obey, or a warning to heed? An example to
follow or avoid? State each lesson in a simple sentence that you could share with someone
else. (aim for 10 words or less).

Daniel 7:1-14

Daniel 7:15-22

Daniel 7:23-28

MOW can | apply it?

Ask yourself, “What course of action do | need to take to apply each lesson?” How should it
change me? What does it challenge me to do? Does it point out error in my attitude or actions?
(aim for 10 words or less)

Daniel 7:1-14

Daniel 7:15-22

Daniel 7:23-28




—

Challenge: Use cross-references to find correlating scripture that backs up a main point of
the chapter. Summarize your findings in your own words.
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God'’s Words to us reveal what He wants us to understand Who He is and know His ways. See if you can
discover God's sovereign rule behind the scenes — and how He expects His people to act in the midst of
difficult circumstances. Simply state what God is trying to communicate about Himself and how it can
help you trust Him when you can’t see Him working.

What words or phrases are repeated? Repeated words help us discover the main point.

Define three words: does it supply any added meaning to the text?




%& eﬂing The Point

See if you can boil down the meaning of each section into one or two words. This helps you
fully understand what the author is trying to convey. (It's fun to alliterate if you want to try) Did
you catch the vision?

Daniel 7:1-14

Daniel 7:15-22

Daniel 7:23-28

—

Tlﬂe State the main point of the passage in the form of a title.

T
—

Flex Your Muscles can you discover an N.T. example of this O.T. truth?

Radiating His Truth...

While the nations rage against God, God sits in the heavens
and laughs.

Warren Wiersbe

L
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