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The Way of Humility 

 Daniel 4:1-37   

Lesson 10      

 

Background Information 
 
How does God change a prideful heart? Though Nebuchadnezzar proclaimed Daniel’s 
God, the Most-High God, his pride still ruled his heart. All that he had seen God do, 
certainly got his attention but not his heart.  God sends another dream to warn the king 
that Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall Prov 16:18. God sees 

the prideful heart of a man as a beast before Him.   
 
God uses prophecy, to call the people to righteousness and to show Himself as the One 
true God when the prophecy comes true. With the warning unheeded, God’s just 
judgment falls as the once great king, sees his kingdoms torn from him. Nebuchadnezzar 

was given the opportunity to humble himself, and he did not. Now God humbled him, 
and the experience was much more severe than it would have been had 
Nebuchadnezzar genuinely humbled himself. God often uses troubles to bring us to our 
senses. The heart that rises against the Most-High, God knows how to humble.  
 

God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.  
James 4:6 

 
 
           

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

… the just shall live by his faith    Habakkuk 2:4 

…praise and extol and honor the King of heaven,  

all of whose works are truth, and His ways justice.  

And those who walk in pride He is able to put down.  

Daniel 4:37 
 

 

DANIEL 
Faith In His Sovereignty 

Treasures of the Heart 
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What does it say? 

The first step is getting the lay of the land. Carefully observe the text looking to see where you 

might dig to find hidden treasure. Mark your text looking for repeated words, contrasts or 

similarities. Look for answers to, Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why or How?   
  

Daniel 4:1-18 

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the 

earth: Peace be multiplied to you. 2 I thought it good to declare the signs and wonders 

that the Most High God has worked for me. 3 How great [are] His signs, And how mighty 

His wonders! His kingdom [is] an everlasting kingdom, And His dominion [is] from 

generation to generation.  

4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house, and flourishing in my palace. 5 I saw a 

dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts on my bed and the visions of my head 

troubled me. 6 Therefore I issued a decree to bring in all the wise [men] of Babylon 

before me, that they might make known to me the interpretation of the dream. 7 Then 

the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers came in, and I told 

them the dream; but they did not make known to me its interpretation. 8 But at last 

Daniel came before me (his name [is] Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god; in 

him [is] the Spirit of the Holy God), and I told the dream before him, [saying]: 9 

"Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, because I know that the Spirit of the Holy God [is] 

in you, and no secret troubles you, explain to me the visions of my dream that I have 

seen, and its interpretation. 10 "These [were] the visions of my head [while] on my bed: 

I was looking, and behold, A tree in the midst of the earth, And its height was great. 11 

The tree grew and became strong; Its height reached to the heavens, And it could be 

seen to the ends of all the earth. 12 Its leaves [were] lovely, Its fruit abundant, And in it 

[was] food for all. The beasts of the field found shade under it, The birds of the heavens 

dwelt in its branches, And all flesh was fed from it.  

13 "I saw in the visions of my head [while] on my bed, and there was a watcher, a holy 

one, coming down from heaven. 14 He cried aloud and said thus: 'Chop down the tree 
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and cut off its branches, Strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the beasts get out 

from under it, And the birds from its branches. 15 Nevertheless leave the stump and 

roots in the earth, [Bound] with a band of iron and bronze, In the tender grass of the 

field. Let it be wet with the dew of heaven, And [let] him graze with the beasts On the 

grass of the earth. 16 Let his heart be changed from [that of] a man, Let him be given 

the heart of a beast, And let seven times pass over him. 17 'This decision [is] by the 

decree of the watchers, And the sentence by the word of the holy ones, In order that 

the living may know That the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, Gives it to 

whomever He will, And sets over it the lowest of men.' 18 "This dream I, King 

Nebuchadnezzar, have seen. Now you, Belteshazzar, declare its interpretation, since all 

the wise [men] of my kingdom are not able to make known to me the interpretation; but 

you [are] able, for the Spirit of the Holy God [is] in you."  

Digging Deeper 

Dig deeper using other resources such as a dictionary, concordance, maps and cross-references.  

Notate where you found it to share with the group.  Look for commands to obey or questions 

to be answered. What does God want you to know about Himself? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Daniel 4:19-27 

19 Then Daniel, whose name [was] Belteshazzar, was astonished for a time, and his 

thoughts troubled him. [So] the king spoke, and said, "Belteshazzar, do not let the dream 

or its interpretation trouble you." Belteshazzar answered and said, "My lord, [may] the 

dream concern those who hate you, and its interpretation concern your enemies! 20 The 

tree that you saw, which grew and became strong, whose height reached to the heavens 

and which [could be] seen by all the earth, 21 whose leaves [were] lovely and its fruit 

abundant, in which [was] food for all, under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and in 

whose branches the birds of the heaven had their home-- 22 it [is] you, O king, who have 

grown and become strong; for your greatness has grown and reaches to the heavens, 

and your dominion to the end of the earth.  

23 And inasmuch as the king saw a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven and 

saying, 'Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave its stump and roots in the earth, 

[bound] with a band of iron and bronze in the tender grass of the field; let it be wet with 

the dew of heaven, and let him graze with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass 

over him'; 24 this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the Most High, 

which has come upon my lord the king: 25 They shall drive you from men, your dwelling 

shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make you eat grass like oxen. They 

shall wet you with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, till you know 

that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.  

26 And inasmuch as they gave the command to leave the stump [and] roots of the tree, 

your kingdom shall be assured to you, after you come to know that Heaven rules. 27 

Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to you; break off your sins by [being] 

righteous, and your iniquities by showing mercy to [the] poor. Perhaps there may be a 

lengthening of your prosperity." 
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Daniel 4:28-33 

28 All [this] came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of the twelve months he 

was walking about the royal palace of Babylon. 30 The king spoke, saying, "Is not this 

great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the 

honor of my majesty?" 

 31 While the word [was still] in the king's mouth, a voice fell from heaven: "King 

Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from you! 32 And they 

shall drive you from men, and your dwelling [shall be] with the beasts of the field. They 

shall make you eat grass like oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know 

that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses." 

33 That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven 

from men and ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair 

had grown like eagles' [feathers] and his nails like birds' [claws].  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Daniel 4:34-37 

34 And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my 

understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored 

Him who lives forever: For His dominion [is] an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom 

[is] from generation to generation. 35 All the inhabitants of the earth [are] reputed as 

nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven And [among] the 

inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand Or say to Him, "What have You 

done?"  

36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my 

honor and splendor returned to me. My counselors and nobles resorted to me, I was 

restored to my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added to me. 37 Now I, 

Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all of whose works 

[are] truth, and His ways justice. And those who walk in pride He is able to put down. 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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What does it mean? 

What lesson can I draw from my observations? Ask yourself, “What was the intended meaning 

of the original author?” Is there a command to obey, or a warning to heed?  An example to 

follow or avoid?  State each lesson in a simple sentence that you could share with someone 
else. (aim for 10 words or less). 

 

Daniel 4:1-18 __________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 4:19-27 ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 4:28-33 ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 4:34-37 ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

How can I apply it? 

Ask yourself, “What course of action do I need to take to apply each lesson?” How should it 

change me? What does it challenge me to do?  Does it point out error in my attitude or actions? 

(aim for 10 words or less) 

 

Daniel 4:1-18 __________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Daniel 4:19-27 ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 4:28-33 ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 4:34-37 ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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What   Did   God   Say?        

God’s Words to us reveal what He wants us to understand Who He is and know His ways. See if you can 

discover God’s sovereign rule behind the scenes – and how He expects His people to act in the midst of 

difficult circumstances. Simply state what God is trying to communicate about Himself and how it can 
help you trust Him when you can’t see Him working. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What words or phrases are repeated?  Repeated words help us discover the main point. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Define three words: does it supply any added meaning to the text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Challenge: Use cross-references to find correlating scripture that backs up a main point of 

the chapter. Summarize your findings in your own words. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Radiating His Truth… 

When man tries to take the place of God, he becomes like a beast. God 

still resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. 

Warren Wiersbe 

 

Getting The Point 
 

See if you can boil down the meaning of each section into one or two words.  This helps you 
fully understand what the author is trying to convey.  (It’s fun to alliterate if you want to try) Did 

you catch the vision? 

 

Daniel 4:1-18 __________________________________________________________________ 

Daniel 4:19-27 ________________________________________________________________ 

Daniel 4:28-33 ________________________________________________________________ 

Daniel 4:34-37 ________________________________________________________________ 
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Flex Your Muscles  Can you discover an N.T. example of this O.T. truth? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Title  State the main point of the  passage in the form of a title. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Message Notes 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
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