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Revealing God’s Plan 
 Daniel 2:1-49   

Lesson 8      

 
Background Information 
 
In the second year of King Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, the king was troubled because he 
was uncertain of the future of his kingdom. When he had a mysterious and troubling 
dream, he reasoned that if the wise men could supernaturally interpret his dream, they 
should also be able to reveal the content of it to him also. Unable to meet the impossible 
task a death sentence was placed on all of the kings wise-men.  
 
Daniel met the impossible task in the same way that we are called to meet an impossible 
situation today, through the power of prayer. God not only revealed the dream to 
Daniel, but interpreted it to show King Nebuchadnezzar the thoughts of his heart. 
Nebuchadnezzar was willing to admit that Daniel’s God was truly the God of Gods, the 
Lord of kings, and the revealer of secrets. The dream laid out the prophetic calendar for 
the plan for the Gentiles and the plan for the Jewish nation in the later days. 
 
Daniel is as relevant today as it was thousands of years ago. It gives the believer hope, 
courage and uncompromising faith to meet the “impossible situations” of this world. 
Our God is sovereign and powerful over all human affairs. The Most-High rules in the 
kingdom of men, and He gives it to whomever He chooses. The God who directs the 
forces of history has not deserted His people. We must continue to trust in Him and 
cling to His promises for a bright and beautiful future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

… the just shall live by his faith    Habakkuk 2:4 

 
. . . there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made 

known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. 
Daniel 2:23 
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What does it say? 
The first step is getting the lay of the land. Carefully observe the text looking to see where you 
might dig to find hidden treasure. Mark your text looking for repeated words, contrasts or 
similarities. Look for answers to, Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why or How?   
  

Daniel 2:1-13 

1 Now in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and 

his spirit was [so] troubled that his sleep left him. 2 Then the king gave the command to 

call the magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell the king his 

dreams. So they came and stood before the king.  

3 And the king said to them, "I have had a dream, and my spirit is anxious to know the 

dream." 4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, "O king, live forever! Tell 

your servants the dream, and we will give the interpretation." 5 The king answered and 

said to the Chaldeans, "My decision is firm: if you do not make known the dream to me, 

and its interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made an ash 

heap. 6 "However, if you tell the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me 

gifts, rewards, and great honor. Therefore tell me the dream and its interpretation." 7 

They answered again and said, "Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will give 

its interpretation." 8 The king answered and said, "I know for certain that you would 

gain time, because you see that my decision is firm: 9 "if you do not make known the 

dream to me, [there is only] one decree for you! For you have agreed to speak lying and 

corrupt words before me till the time has changed. Therefore tell me the dream, and I 

shall know that you can give me its interpretation." 10 The Chaldeans answered the 

king, and said, "There is not a man on earth who can tell the king's matter; therefore no 

king, lord, or ruler has [ever] asked such things of any magician, astrologer, or Chaldean. 

11 "[It is] a difficult thing that the king requests, and there is no other who can tell it to 

the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh." 12 For this reason the king 

was angry and very furious, and gave the command to destroy all the wise [men] of 

Babylon. 13 So the decree went out, and they began killing the wise [men]; and they 

sought Daniel and his companions, to kill [them]. 
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Digging Deeper 
Dig deeper using other resources such as a dictionary, concordance, maps and cross-references.  
Notate where you found it to share with the group.  Look for commands to obey or questions 
to be answered. What does God want you to know about Himself? 
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Daniel 2:14-23 

14 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered Arioch, the captain of the king's 

guard, who had gone out to kill the wise [men] of Babylon; 15 he answered and said to 

Arioch the king's captain, "Why is the decree from the king so urgent?" Then Arioch 

made the decision known to Daniel. 16 So Daniel went in and asked the king to give 

him time, that he might tell the king the interpretation.  

17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the decision known to Hananiah, Mishael, 

and Azariah, his companions, 18 that they might seek mercies from the God of heaven 

concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his companions might not perish with the rest 

of the wise [men] of Babylon. 19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. 

So Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 20 Daniel answered and said: "Blessed be the 

name of God forever and ever, For wisdom and might are His. 21 And He changes the 

times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the 

wise And knowledge to those who have understanding. 22 He reveals deep and secret 

things; He knows what [is] in the darkness, And light dwells with Him. 23 "I thank You 

and praise You, O God of my fathers; You have given me wisdom and might, And have 

now made known to me what we asked of You, For You have made known to us the 

king's demand.". 
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Daniel 2:24-30 

24 Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise 

[men] of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: "Do not destroy the wise [men] of 

Babylon; take me before the king, and I will tell the king the interpretation." 25 Then 

Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king, and said thus to him, "I have found a 

man of the captives of Judah, who will make known to the king the interpretation." 26 

The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name [was] Belteshazzar, "Are you able to 

make known to me the dream which I have seen, and its interpretation?" 27 Daniel 

answered in the presence of the king, and said, "The secret which the king has 

demanded, the wise [men], the astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot 

declare to the king. 28 "But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has 

made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and 

the visions of your head upon your bed, were these: 29 "As for you, O king, thoughts 

came [to] your [mind while] on your bed, [about] what would come to pass after this; 

and He who reveals secrets has made known to you what will be. 30 "But as for me, this 

secret has not been revealed to me because I have more wisdom than anyone living, 

but for [our] sakes who make known the interpretation to the king, and that you may 

know the thoughts of your heart. 
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Daniel 2:31-45 

31 "You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose 

splendor [was] excellent, stood before you; and its form [was] awesome. 32 "This 

image's head [was] of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 

33 "its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 "You watched while a 

stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and 

broke them in pieces. 35 "Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold 

were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the 

wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck 

the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.  

36 "This [is] the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. 37 "You, 

O king, [are] a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, 

strength, and glory; 38 "and wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the 

field and the birds of the heaven, He has given [them] into your hand, and has made you 

ruler over them all--you [are] this head of gold. 39 "But after you shall arise another 

kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over 

all the earth. 40 "And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron 

breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, [that kingdom] will 

break in pieces and crush all the others. 41 "Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly 

of potter's clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the 

iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. 42 "And [as] the toes 

of the feet [were] partly of iron and partly of clay, [so] the kingdom shall be partly strong 

and partly fragile. 43 "As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the 

seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. 

44 "And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall 

never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in 

pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 45 "Inasmuch as you 

saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces 
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the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold--the great God has made known 

to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation 

is sure." 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Daniel 2:46-49 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and commanded 

that they should present an offering and incense to him. 47 The king answered Daniel, 

and said, "Truly your God [is] the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of 

secrets, since you could reveal this secret." 48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave 

him many great gifts; and he made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and 

chief administrator over all the wise [men] of Babylon. 49 Also Daniel petitioned the 

king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego over the affairs of the province of 

Babylon; but Daniel [sat] in the gate of the king. 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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What does it mean? 
What lesson can I draw from my observations? Ask yourself, “What was the intended meaning 
of the original author?” Is there a command to obey, or a warning to heed?  An example to 
follow or avoid?  State each lesson in a simple sentence that you could share with someone 
else. (aim for 10 words or less). 

 
Daniel 2:1-13 __________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 2:14-23 ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 2:24-30 ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 2:31-45 ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 2:46-49 ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How can I apply it? 
Ask yourself, “What course of action do I need to take to apply each lesson?” How should it 
change me? What does it challenge me to do?  Does it point out error in my attitude or actions? 
(aim for 10 words or less) 
 

Daniel 2:1-13 __________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Daniel 2:14-23 ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 2:24-30 ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 2:31-45 ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daniel 2:46-49 ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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What   Did   God   Say?        
God’s Words to us reveal what He wants us to understand Who He is and know His ways. See if you can 
discover God’s sovereign rule behind the scenes – and how He expects His people to act in the midst of 
difficult circumstances. Simply state what God is trying to communicate about Himself and how it can 
help you trust Him when you can’t see Him working. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What words or phrases are repeated?  Repeated words help us discover the main point. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Define three words: does it supply any added meaning to the text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Challenge: Use cross-references to find correlating scripture that backs up a main point of 
the chapter. Summarize your findings in your own words. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Radiating His Truth… 

God creates impossible situations to reveal His greatness.  
Daniel L. Akin 

 

Getting The Point 
 

See if you can boil down the meaning of each section into one or two words.  This helps you 
fully understand what the author is trying to convey.  (It’s fun to alliterate if you want to try) Did 
you catch the vision? 

 
Daniel 2:1-13 __________________________________________________________________ 

Daniel 2:14-23 ________________________________________________________________ 

Daniel 2:24-30 ________________________________________________________________ 

Daniel 2:31-45 ________________________________________________________________ 

Daniel 2:46-49 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
© 2022          Tricia Kent, all rights reserved 

Flex Your Muscles  Can you discover an N.T. example of this O.T. truth? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Title  State the main point of the  passage in the form of a title. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Message Notes 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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